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“Dear -Senator Biden: ‘

The purpese of this lobter is to clarify EFA'a positio:
tovard the Army Qreek Londfill situntion with respect to
Seckion 4 of the Resturce Conservation and Recovery Act
* - {RCRA) and to inform youw of actions we have token to date.

., At the request of tha New Castle Coanty Depnrement of Publi
- Works, we will refev to this situation an the Mrmy Craek
Landfill, xether than Llangollen. This ie ak the request .o
- property owners in the Llapgollon Butates aubdivision who...
-iHWth,to minimize their nsvoelation with the problem.

T have degigaated Mr, Sheldon Meyens, Doputy Aas;vtant
 Administrator for Holid Weste, as-the Dygency contact,
'coordxnator, and spokasman for Scction 4 of RCRA:  Army
o Craek Lendfill. Me. Meyerc will coordinate the efforts of
coour Qffice of Reseaxch and Duvclopmenh and our Raglon 111
-0ffice in Philadelphin with thoss of his staff dn the 0ffic
=+ of £ Jlld Wanhe. .

It is our -dntent to work with your office and New
Castle County porsonnel on this issue. Wa appreciate the
sincere dnterest expressed by My, Vince D'Anna in ontaining
EPA augistance for New Castin County and will try to keep.

Chim informed of our activitien., Staff of the 0ffice of
C801id Waste have heen working directly with Ms, Merna Huxd
of the New Castle County Departuent of Public Works Plannis
Depaxbieent (Preavide Hoste Yreatnant Program) for some tlme
ROW. . ’

Ag you axe awarce, ground water contamination by leachs

ia common at solld wante digposal sites in this ecountry and
g noh unique to the Arey Qreck Danddiil., Ratoe supply
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© wells hove alse been contaminated by leachate ai?n&merous
digposnl sites, not just in Delaware. MHopefully the regula-
tory, research, technical assistance and other provisions of

“RCRA will help minimize the chances of such problems opguxys

'.7;in the future. )

. What mpkes the Army Creeh TLandfiill n;tuatxon aomawhat
dszeront is the significant consideration which the County
has given to attenpt to correct or roct;fy ‘the contaminatier

“-problem. In other supply well contamination cases involvine
gizeable sited, the contaminated ground water and wells have
merely been abandonad (avoided) and clean water piped in

.fxom anpther source. In the case of Army Creek Landfill

- contamination an slternative water source is mot readily ox

b eheaply evailable,

. New Castle County it faced with o very difficult
decislon. Just as thore are wneertainties and high casts A
leachate prevention aud control technologies, tnere are ever

" greater wncertainties and costs mssociatsd with correstive

_technologics. Even if the landflll problem vere corrected
there would be some unceriéaintles as to how long it would
take for the ground wabker to be ulable again without counte:

. pumping. Cnmpllcuting this in the case of Army Creeshk axe .
(1) the existence of another nearby (although smaller)

dlspasdl Bltc which apparently alsc has £o be corrected te

solve the ground watex proklem, (2) the problems cauvsed hy
the fact that an artesinn sguifer ds dnvolvad, (3) ground -

_water in direct contuct with the wastes, (4) the very

':,hetexogenaoua nature of the subsurface strate, and (5) tho

. Lomany ehemical/industrial wastes as well as nunicipal wastee
© digposed of 'dn the site. .

We are well aware that this is a pressing problem for

New Castle County., Last year we funded the New Castle
County Public Works Depaztmant's planning mnency toe explore
the water. xespurce oanon; for the county vig-a-vio the - .
Jandflll contamination problem. Use of a major source of
d:inhinq vater for the county, the Potomae hquifer, has bes,
curtailed, and an alternative replacement sourcs Jds not
readily or cheaply available. The cnsts and problems
aabociatod with the counterpunping proyram ave a definite
. ptrain on Coupty xesources. The chazactoristics of the

leachute are such that the couwnterpunping program is neces~
. eary dndefinitely il the curvent, albeit redueed, level of
~pumpage fromithe agulfer is to continue, The long-zange
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eosts of comnterpmping ave greater than oLhnr alcarnut;x
und counterpumping renders the aquifer only partially
‘ 'usablu which will exacerbate the water supply problem as
- demand increages

. EPA intends to assist New Castle Coupty in resolving

. the problem as quickly as possible. MNowever, funds have not

: bcgn specifically appropriated for the Section 4 provieions
(O£ RCRB, and funds obtained thxuugh FY 77 xeprogramming Are

" insufficient to inplement all sections of the Act. Glven

“ the other wxgent needs in the Ack, we are currently unable
Yo 'fwid the counterpumping program vhich ls a subsidy akin
..to 8 construction grant, and a8 such is in contrast to the
Bplrlﬁ of most of the rest of the Act, is not national in
. bLOpe; unﬂ vould nobt get: at the root of the problew. .

Tnn gection 4 regearcl, progcan, however, is more in thc
aationnl interest and is more likely to xesult in a solutior
to the problem. Glven Mmited fwnds, we faver funding the
resegarch program before caunterpumping. In fact, we recent’
imitiated a covyective aetion xesearch project (titled
"Wentxalization of Inoperntive Waste Disposal Sites") undex
contpact to AW. Markin Asrociaten. We hed hoped to utdliac
this projent in conjunction with the Army Creek Tandfill,
but after several comrunications with the New Castle County
planning department, we mutually agreed Lhat this projec!
better snlted Lor o emaller site where we can more acour~
ately deserlbe and measure the effects of corrective action,
‘snd ﬁCuOmyliuh the rasearch wxfhln a reasenehle budget. . The

‘ . urqunvy of the Army Creek sltuab sion may @lao not allow ‘the

. time neaded in this research effort.  However, New Castle
._Countj pay be able to draw upon ithe interim resnlis of this
project. In another ecurrent effort, we have comnitted
510,000 to analyze o number of oont«nnnutﬂﬁ ground water
(leachate) samples from the n)my Creek area to expand the

. . organic chemiegle identification data h“uc. When wa get th

rapulte of thess snalyses ve will io* wmnd them Lo Naw Gnsth
Counry parsonnel.

ST It ds our present vigw that whait ds needed at the drmy
_Craek Lundfill ic nore o fensibility study than a lenger
Lerm research project. such @ feazibility study would appls
. exisling technological snd ressarch datn to thae Army Creek
Landfill problem to further investigabe altorpative solubioc
o cozzective aotiong oy dulineated in Section 4 of the Ack
The Aygzpey, in cooporation with the New Castle County
Dopnrtment of Public Weske planning division, 4s in the
PTUOCDL ol developing thoe seope of work for anech o pIOJecL.
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. uuwo ur, with the vurrent unpertaintics on availability of

" fundn, this effort has besn delayed. By regent reproggammin
‘of FX 77 reascaxch funds, which are very tight, the most we
Baye been able to sek aside is an ndd;L;onal 850,000 for a °
feasibility study. However, we have not determined yet what
“this level of fundlng will achieve for New Castle County OX
EPA. At this time 4t ie difficult to say what funds might
‘He avallable in FY 78, buk any approprintions explicitly
‘@esignated for Section 4 would guarantee EPA's ability to
qunﬂ this effort.

At any rake, BPA's Office of Solid Waste, 0ffice of
" mesearch ond Development:, and Reglon ITI Office will con-
"tinve to provide technical assistance to New Cas tlo Comty
H;thin the limits of the resources we do have.

I hope this lettor has holpeu clarify the Agnnvy B
position and actlvitios regarding the Army. Croek b:tuation.
. IE you have any furkher question please fee)l free 1o coutaat

heldon Mevars directly at (202) 755-9170,

Sinceraely yours,

Barbara Hlum
NDaputy Adminiatrator

ﬁonorab]e Josepn R, Biden, Jr.
United States Sennte
CYashington, N, C. 20510
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